Mental deficiency is within itself a large and difficult subject; and it touches closely several others so closely that the dividing boundaries cannot be clearly drawn. At the outset of this discussion it is essential to sketch out the ground to be covered by it; I intend to deal with certain medical aspects of mental deficiency in young children, and particularly with the distribution of the principal clinical types of disease causing mental deficiency.
Let us imagine that, thirty years ago, a medical man entered one of our public elementary schools, and that he wished to observe and investigate the minds rather than the bodies of the children.
At 
